Table of Contents

Table of JUdEes....ccvrrinsuiniuniniinsiinninnieniiniennienienniieniesneessessessesssssssssesssens xiv
Texas Lawyer’s Creed.....couiiiiineeinenieiisnensensseicsissennenisessessscssesssssssssssesssessssses xvii
1 Dallas County Courts at Law — Civil.....ccoeerueriiiisuinseniicnsnensenieinsnensenseccssennnes 1
Local Rules and e-Filing Practices........ccceceesueeersuensuesensnensunsensnensnesnnssnennee 3
JUAGES ettt aesbesane 16
2 Dallas County Courts — Criminal ....c.ccovueereeiseensensnensnensnnssnessnensesssnesssesssnens 43
JUAGES oottt esaesaasane 45
3 Dallas County Probate CoUurts.....cccovurrrercsuensensseccsuessnessaecssesssessssesssessssssssssssessns 97
JUAEES ettt ae s seens 99
4 Dallas County Criminal Courts of Appeals........ccecueerueisuersnicsuecseninecseensaecsnnees 121
JUAEES oottt sa e 123
5 Dallas County Municipal Courts......ceueernessuensunnsnessuessancssncssuesssnessnessaesssncssaees 127
JUAGES oottt assss s sa s saes 129
6 Dallas County District Courts — Civil....cccevueisuerirerisueisensseicsncissensseecseecseesnenes 147
JUAEES e sse s ss 151
7 Dallas County District Courts — Criminal ......ccovueerueiseiiseenseecseissnecseecsseesnnees 233
JUAEES oottt sa e 237
8 Dallas County District Courts — Juvenile......oeeveensuensensnensnensecssnensuensanesnnees 289
JUAGES oottt ssesssa s saes 291
9 Dallas County District Courts — Family....c.ccovevveiisuiisensseiisucnsensseccseccsecsneces 303
LoCal RUIES c.ccouuiiiueiiiiineiiiiitinsninieicsnennsessnecssessessssesssesseessesssesssssesses 307
Court Information and Policies .......cceceevuerensuenvisnnnsuesnnsnensecssensaesnenees 332
JUAEES et se 374

2025 North Texas Bench Book xi



10 Dallas County Justices of the Peace......ccocevvueriruensuensninucnsuensncssnenssenssnessnecanes 407
JUAEES oottt saessaees 409
11 Collin County Courts at Law and Probate Courts ........ccerueerueecuecsuecsanesnecanes 427
Local Civil Rules and e-Filing Practices ....c..cccesueeruensueiiuecsuensanccsuecsaecanes 429
JUAEES oottt ss e saees 449
12 Collin County Justice COUItS..ccuerrerrsurnsnnssuissresssnsssasssaesssnsssacsssesssesssaesssessanes 481
JUAEES oottt ss e saees 483
13 Collin County District Courts — Civil and Criminal........ccoceeevueerueesveisuennnne 491
JUAEES oottt ssa e saees 493
14 Denton County Courts of Law ......ccuieineineinsnensennecnsnenssennecnssesssessseessessees 531
Local Rules and e-Filing Practices........ccoveesueessnecsuensancsuecsuessanessaesssesanes 532
Denton County Indigent Defense Plan.........ccoeeeuensneiiecnsnensecinensnennnes 545
Standing Orders.....uuuueiieneennieniiniensiesinsienieninsesiesesssessessesssesssessenne 576
JUAEES oottt sa e saees 580
15 Denton County Criminal Court .....ueiiiiniennenniinnenneiieieseeseeseeses 589
JUAEES oottt ss e saees 591
16 Denton County District Courts and Probate Courts .....cc.ceerverueesueesanccsuecanes 617
JUAEES oottt ss e saees 619
17 Denton County Justice COUItS.....ccunurriirineesissnrensssnneesssneeesssneessssssesssssssesssanss 671
JUAEES oottt sa e saees 673
18 Tarrant County Courts at Law and Probate Courts.......cceeuverueesueesuecsanccsuecanes 683
Local RUIES c.cccuuiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiiieicnnticeicnnescsnescssescsessssssssssessssssssnes 685
JUAEES oottt sa e saees 704
19 Tarrant County Justice COULLS ...ccccvrrrririreesissneenssineeesssneecsssneeessssseessssseesssanees 723
JUAEES oottt sa e saees 725
20 Tarrant County District COUItS.....uueeeiireerisineicisineeesssnneessssneeesssseeessssseessssneeeas 731
JUAEES oottt sa e saees 735
xii 2025 North Texas Bench Book



21 Tarrant County Criminal COUILS ...civeiireiisensenisnensuenssensseesssesssecssnesssesssesssaees 789

Local Rules for Misdemeanor Cases......cccvvvuneeeeceeereernneeeceeessesssssssssssssens 793
Local Rules for Felony Cases.......cceceesuersnrisuensuessnessuenssenseesssesssecssaessaes 799
JUAEES oottt se s sa s aaes 808
22  Kaufman County COULLS ...ccueiiiiineiseinsuessenseisseesssesssessssesssesssassssesssessssssssess 845
E-Filing Practices ....ccucceveessuensuensnessuesssncsssensuesssnesssesssesssnesssesssessssesssasans 847
JUAEES oottt se s aaes 848
23 Surrounding COUNLIES ...cccueeveriseeisrensenssuessuenssnissuesssesssessssesssesssassssesssessssssaees 865
Local Rules and e-Filing Practices........cceeueesueesuessnessuenssenseessaesssessseecsnes 867
JUAEES oottt se s sa s aaes 878
24  U.S. Northern District Of TEXas ..uu.eceeereerenneecceeereeerneeeessessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 899
Local Rules, Civil ....cccovveumuuceieeneeeeennnceeeeneesasseessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 903
Local Rules, Criminal .........ccooereeeenneeceeeeneeeeneeeceeeeseesssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 940
Local Rules, BanKruptcy ....ccceveicsiensenninnsnensenneensnennsenneensennessnseense 963
JUAEES ottt ssa e s sane 1057
25 Texas Administrative Judicial Regions.......cocevvueisueisuiiisuensnensnensnensnecsnessaeenne 1139
26 Texas Courts of Appeals .....ccueevvueisuiiiiensuinsninnnensnennicnnnensnennnenssesnseessessenns 1165
INAEX . ceerrrrrnneieirereennneecceeseeeennsessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssnns 1167

2025 North Texas Bench Book  xiii





